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Flagler Museum Temporarily Closed

For Preservation

PALM BEACH, FLA. — For
125 years, the Henry Morri-
son Flagler Museum has been
a part of Palm Beach and an
enduring link to the people,
stories and traditions that
have shaped Florida’s history.
As a National Historic Land-
mark of such significance, the
care and preservation of this
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property is both an ongoing
responsibility and a privilege.

As part of its ongoing com-
mitment to preserving White-
hall, Henry Flagler’s Gilded
Age mansion, for generations
to come, the museum will tem-
porarily close from Tuesday,
September 29 through Mon-
day, October 5 to allow for
essential preservation work.
The museum plans to reopen
on Tuesday, October 6.

The Henry Morrison Flagler
Museum is at 1 Whitehall
Way. For information, www.
flaglermuseum.org or 561-
655-2833.
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Ancient Ibis Flies
For Akiba Galleries

DANIA BEACH, FLA. — An Egyptian bronze and
wood ibis on stand, dating to the Third Intermediate
to Late Dynastic Period, circa 1070-332 BCE, sold at
its high estimate for $15,000, including buyer’s pre-
mium, in Akiba Galleries’ September 8 auction, Col-
lection of Mark Walberg: World Treasures, the sec-
ond offering of the Walberg collection. The ibis is
considered a sacred bird, and this carved wooden
example was of the style found in the tombs of the
scribes. The bird is connected with the deity Djehu-
ty, or Thoth, who was the god of knowledge in the
Egyptian pantheon. This ibis was depicted seated
with a curving neck and long bill. The body was
carved from wood and covered in gesso, a plaster-
like material that would have been white but gained
a rich patina over time. More results from the sale
will appear in an upcoming issue.
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Folky Painting Finds New
Home At Butterscotch

I Waitingd . /..

POUND RIDGE, N.Y.— But-
terscotch Auctioneers &
Appraisers’ Fall Sale on Septem-
ber 13 was led by a Theora Alton
Hamblett (Mississippi, 1895-
1977) oil on Masonite titled
“Faithfully Waiting,” which sold
just over its high estimate at

$27,500, including buyer’s pre-
mium. The 1951 painting by the
Southern folk artist came out of
the estate of fellow artist and
author Edward Giobbi (1926-
2026), who lived in nearby Kato-
nah, N.Y. More results to appear
in an upcoming issue.

Lecture Explores History
Of Redware In Western

Massachusetts

PITTSFIELD, MASS. — The
Berkshire County Historical

Society and Bidwell House
Museum will co-host researcher
Justin Thomas at Arrowhead
on Wednesday, September 23 at
5:30 pm, for a free lecture
detailing the history of New
England Redware including
discoveries based on new
research. Warren Broderick,
who assisted in conducting

research for Thomas’ upcoming
book, A Monumental History:
Stories of Red Earthenware
Production in Western Massa-
chusetts, the Berkshires and
Vermont, will also participate.
The Berkshire County Histor-
ical Society is at Arrowhead,
780 Holmes Road.

For information, www.berk-
shirehistory.org or 413-442-
1793.

Cahoon Museum Reveals Artist’s Fantasy Fashions

COTUIT, MASS. — Cape Cod
folk artist Ralph Cahoon’s nau-
tical fantasies and the charac-
ters who brought them to life

have been celebrated for
decades on the Cape and
beyond.

On view through December
20 at the Cahoon Museum of
American Art, “Ralph Cahoon:
Fashioning a Fantasy World”
invites viewers behind the cur-
tain to explore the rich histori-
cal fashions that informed the
figures populating his expres-
sive scenes: Pearl-adorned

mermaids admire their loveli-
ness in golden mirrors, naval
officers dine in uniform at a
Nineteenth Century seaman’s
society, peasant women work
diligently at the day’s laundry
and refined Italian ladies and
gentlemen observe an exhibi-
tion of mysterious mer-crea-
tures in Eighteenth Century
Venice.

Cahoon drew on his wealth of
knowledge, accrued through
self-study of global art and
maritime history and his prior
business in antiquing, to outfit

his mermaids, sailors, peasants
and ladies with the costuming
necessary for the rich worlds
he created and shared with his
collectors.

“Fashioning a Fantasy World”
explores how the artist, with a
decades-long  passion for
designing and developing these
characters, achieved the per-
fect look for his figures.

The Cahoon Museum of
American Art is at 4676 Fal-
mouth Road. For information,
www.cahoonmuseum.org or
508-428-7581.
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Heroic Finish At
Hargesheimer For The
Messenger Of Marathon

DUSSELDORF, GERMANY —
Hargesheimer Kunstauktionen’s
160th sale was conducted Sep-
tember 9-12, featuring jewelry,
European works of art, Nine-
teenth Century paintings, musi-
cal instruments, sculptures and
Old Master paintings. Bringing
the auction’s top price was “Der
Soldat von Marathon (The Sol-
dier of Marathon)” by Alexandre-
Hippolyte Charles (1845-1918),
which sold in the third session.
The oil on canvas painting, 52v4
by 65% inches framed, was
accompanied by a 9%-by-12V%-

inch oil study and was marked
with the artist’s stamp to the
reverse. The work was completed
for the Prix de Rome competition
— the highest award for young
artists at the Paris Ecole des
Beaux-Arts. The virtuoso paint-
ing, strengthened by its storied
provenance, departed from a pri-
vate collection in Diisseldorf, sell-
ing to a phone bidder in Greece
for €46,440 ($53,567 USD),
including  buyer’s premium
(€10/20,000). Additional high-
lights from the auction will be
featured in an upcoming issue.

Helmuth Stone Bidders Fall
For Nguyen Vin Sién Work

SARASOTA, FLA. — A three-
panel lacquer on wood screen
painted by Nguyen Vian Sién
(Vietnamese, 1916-2014) rose to
the top of offerings in Helmuth
Stone Gallery’s September 13
Fine Art & Asian Antique Auc-
tion. The autumnal scene, titled
“Jeunes filles au jardin (Young
Girls in a Garden),” was pur-

chased from the artist in Vietnam
in the 1980s and sold in this auc-
tion for $66,150, including buyer’s
premium  ($20/40,000). Each
panel measuring 233% inches
wide, the screen, mounted with
its two wooden ledges, totaled 47
inches tall by 71% inches wide.
An upcoming edition will high-
light more lots from this sale.

Madonna & Child

Icon Tops Tremont

SUDBURY, MASS.— A Nineteenth Century or
earlier Russian Orthodox gilt metal icon of the
Madonna and child, with stand, was estimated
conservatively at $300/500 but went on to achieve
$23,680, including premium, at Tremont Auc-
tions’ Summer Estates, Ephemera & Antiquities
sale on September 13. The icon pictured the
Madonna, wearing a seed pearl and gemstone-set
halo, and child with standing saints. It measured
12 by 9% inches. More highlights to appear in
upcoming issue.

TO PLACE AN AD CALL
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Independence Seaport Museum Acquires

Important China Trade Objects

PHILADELPHIA — Several
important examples of China
Trade porcelain, each with ties
to notable Philadelphians,
have been recently acquired by
Independence Seaport Muse-
um (ISM). They will go on view
October 2 in the museum’s
largest exhibition in decades,
“Seeking Profit and Power:
Philadelphia, China Trade,
and the Making of America,”
which opened in March and is
on view through January 3,
2028.

“We are very excited to have
acquired these items for our
permanent collection,” said
Peter S. Seibert, president and
CEO of ISM. “The success of
our exhibition, ‘Seeking Profit
and Power, has resulted in a
new interest in creating a per-
manent exhibition at the
museum on the stories of Phil-
adelphia and the China Trade.
The ceramics that we acquired
help to tell the stories of the
Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Century merchants who creat-
ed America’s first global trad-
ing network.”

The first of the recent acqui-
sitions, a cup and saucer that
bears a central cartouche of a
shield with the letter “M” (circa
1785), have an especially inter-
esting history. They are part of
a service ordered by Thomas
Mifflin (1744-1822) and Sarah
Morris (m 1767, d 1790) that
arrived on the ship Canton,
which was the Philadelphian
ship to successfully make the
trip to and from China, accord-
ing to numerous accounts.

A porcelain platter bearing a
central medallion with an urn
that dates between the late
Eighteenth or early Nine-
teenth Centuries is another
object joining ISM’s collection
of China Trade porcelain. Man-
ufactured in Jingdezhen and
decorated in Canton (circa
1785), it is part of the service
that belonged to Commodore
Richard Dale (1756-1826). The
platter depicts a vase festooned

Platter bearing a central medallion with an urn, late Eigh-
teenth or early Nineteenth Century, porcelain, manufac-
tured in Jingdezhen, China, decorated in Canton, China.
Acquired through exchange courtesy of friends of the

museum, 2026.208.002.

with flowers and is decorated
with a gilt and blue scrolling
border and interior triangle-
patterned geometric band. It
joins other pieces from Dale’s
service already in ISM’s collec-
tion.

Although it has a complicated
history and genealogy, a
recently acquired Chinese
export porcelain cider jug with
a central medallion bearing a
central laurel wreath inscribed
with the gilt monogram “SL,”
was likely part of a service
made for the Lewis family of
Philadelphia in the early Nine-
teenth Century. It is thought
to have been commissioned by
Robert Wain (1765-1836), a
China trade merchant, and
Phebe Lewis (1768-1845) as a
gift for one of his wife’s rela-
tions. This cider jug will accom-
pany drawings from the Lewis
family home loaned by the His-
torical Society of Pennsylvania
depicting China trade pieces in
their Victorian home that are
currently on view in “Seeking
Profit and Power.”

A rare porcelain coffee mug

(after 1811), part of a large ser-
vice commissioned by Israel
Wistar Morris (1778-1870) and
Mary (Hollingsworth) Morris
(1776-1820), is an important
example of Chinese Export
porcelain made for the Ameri-
can market. In this case, it is
decorated with a design that
has long been believed to be
drawn by Mrs Morris, depict-
ing en grisaille an outdoor
scene of a farmer with a cow.

The last of the recent acquisi-
tions is a handled cup and sau-
cer with a rose vine border and
stylized central thistle design,
made in the first half of the
Nineteenth  Century. This
object is believed to have
belonged to Benjamin Etting
(1798-1875) and his wife Fran-
ces Gratz (1771-1852) or some-
one in their immediate family.
Etting was a Nineteenth Cen-
tury China trade merchant
based in Philadelphia.

The Independence Seaport
Museum is at 211 South
Columbus  Boulevard. For
information, = www.phillysea-
port.org or 215-413-8655.
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